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triof View af the Iistory of Missions. 
{Continued from page 212.) 

12°%6.—In November, 18145, the seurc- 
fart rec eived a letter frem Rob. Ralston, 
Esq. of Philadelphia, informing him that 
Capt. Wickes would in the spring [ol- 
lowing sailina ship of his for Holland ; 
after which he would teuch at London. 
in his way to Bengal ; and that if we had 
any persons or guo.ds to cend, he would 
take them free of charge as to passage or 
freightage. The society, having two 
young men on probation, Mr. Chater 
ail Mr. Robinson, availed themselves of 
this kind offer to send them out. On A- 
pri! 12th they set sail for Serampore. 

Karly in January, Mr. Maylin and 
Mr. Fernandez, juu. set sail for England 
by wav of America. Mr. Fernandez 
sen. came down at this time to take leawé 
of his sou, and brought with him two tm 
tives who wished to be baptized, Their 
names were Nund-kishore and Hedurum. 
On the 26th they were baptized. On-the 
27th,a new church was formed for Dina- 
gepore. Several of the meabers whe re- 
sidedin that part of the camtter. ath 
Mr. and Mes. Biss, were disinissed from 
the Serampore church for tis purpose 5 
and whe chose Mr. Fernandez for their 
pastor, ; 

A young man of the name of Burford, 
grandson of a Baptist minister of that 
bame, a predecessor of Mr. Bocth,heard 
Mr. Ward at Caleutta: and beine deep- 
ly impressed with a sense of his sins, 
caine to Serampore and opened his mind 
to Mr. Ward. Tle wept much. A few 
days after this, he seemed to find rest 
it his soul in the doctrine of Christ, 
which was recommended to him. 

The pvincipal events of the first six 
nonths of this year are the following— 
Ground for the new chapel at Calcuita, 
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in a place called the Lell Bazar, is pur- 
chased fur 7250 rupees 5 and after invest- 
ing it in the hands ef ten trustees, a shed 
or tempurary malouse is erected For 
preset use—Proposals for subscriptions 
to the translation of the sc’ip‘ures into 
the castern languages are publicly adver- 
tised, and by June 14,000 rupees ave 
subscribed—Mr. Biss has a dangerous 
liver complaint—Seeboo, a native bruth- 
er in Jessore, dies ; and, contrary, to hia 
own desire, is burnt affer the manner of 
idolaters. le dies declaring his faith in 
Christ, and recommended his wife to be- 
lieve in him—Some are excluded for im- 
inorality ; but others are receiv ost 
every month. Out of about re- 
ceived within a year, four or five appear 
suspicious characters—The native preach- 
ers are very active, and in general pee 
aeceptalie—The shed is opened in Cal- 
cutta. and many resort to it: seme hear- 
ing with great atteition, others mockin 

and loading both the missionaries an 
the native Christians with reproach-The 
couverts at Kristnopore suffer much from 
their heathen neighbers ; but bear all 
with priieance aud fortinde. Dering thic 
period there arpear tehave been fourteen 

‘raons baptized; ameng whom were 
Mr. Ephraim Burford, the young man a- 
bove mentioned, and three more from 
Kristnopore, the village where the New 
Testament was left. and read. Upon the 
whole, things at this time wore a very 
‘romising appearance, * We have.” says 
Mr. Marsiunan, ina letter of Aucmst 18, 
“ theutmost reason fer thankfulness with 
regard to the whole of our affairs. Inno 
period has ihe Dtesion appeared more 
promising. 

About the some tine an extraordinary 
church meeting was called, in which the 
native brethien were given to under- 
stand the importance of their entering 














with all their hearts into the great object 
of the mission, and using all’ proper 
means to promote the salvation of their 
countrymen ; and that aa they could not 
support their families while engaged in 
thie service, the church would allow 
them for the time which was so employ - 
ed. OF! these itinerating excursions of 
the native brethren there are two jour- 
nals printed, the one of Deep Chund, 
and the other of Kristno Dass, both in 
the true spirit of Christianity. 

But it was the will of God in the midst 
of these opening prospects to try them, 
and that in a way to which they ‘had not 
been accustomed. 

On August 5th. Mr. Moore writes 
from Dinagepore, that on their: arrival 
at that city, a servant of the magistrate 
came to the boat demanding their names, 
occupation, and place of residence : to 
which they readily made answer, declar- 
ing also the object of their journey. 
The result was they were required to re- 
turn to Serampore. 

“ On the 23d of August, the brethren, 
Chater and Kobinson, with their wives, 
arrived in the ship Benjamin Franklin, 
Capt. Wickes. On presenting them- 
ae the police office, some demur 
was’ @ as to their being permitted fo 
woceed to Serampore. Next day, on 

Mr. Carev’s going to the office, he was 
tuld by one of the magistrates that they 
had a message to him from the Governor- 
general, and which was, * that asgovern- 
ment did not interfere with the prejudi- 
ces of the natives, it was his request that 
Mr. Carey and his colleagues would not.” 
This request as explained by the magis- 
trates, amounted to this—* They were 
not te preach to the natives, nor suffer 
the native converts to preach s they were 
not to distribute re!) ious tracts, ner sul- 
fer the people to distribute them; they 
were not to send forth converted natives, 
nor to take any step, by conversation or 
otherwise, for persnociug the natives to 
embrace Christianity.” 

Mr. Carey inquired whether they had 
any wriften communication with the Go- 
vernor-general: and was answered in 
the negative. 
them, assuring them that neither he nor 
his brethren wished to do any thing dis- 
agreeable to government. from which 
they could conscientiously abstain. 
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He then teok leave of 





Soine of the foregoing 
however. were softe ned j ina subseque) 
conversation between the magistrato. 
anda friend to the missionaries, « |, 


particula, i, 
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was not meant,” thev then said, “to pry. 
hibit Mr. Carvey or his brethren fron 
preaching at Serampore, or in their oy, 
house at Calcutta: only they must. jo: 
preach at the Loll Bazar. It was nus 
iitended to prevent the circulation of tir 
scriptures; but merely the tracts abus. 
ing the Elindvo religion : and that the. 
was no design to forbid the native Chris. 
tians conversing with their coantrym: 
on € hristianity, on ly they must not po 
out under the sanction of the missions. 
ries.” 

The Governor: general at this time was 
Sir George Barlow, who not only pro- 
fessed to believe in Chr istianity, but had 
expressed his persuasion, that it woul 
prevail in India. The news of the Vel. 
lore mutiny had lately reached Calcutta, 

ina conversation that took place be. 
tween the magistrates end a friend of the 
missionaries, they acknowledge them- 
selves * well satisfied with their charac- 
ter and deportment, and that ne con- 
plaint had ever been lodged against them.” 
An order ot council however was pass 
ed, commanding Messra. Chater ani Ro- 
binson to return to Europe, and refus- 
ing Captain Wickes a clearance unless 
he took them back with him. 

This order being communicated, it was 
represented to government, that Captatn 
W. cleared out trem Rotterdam for Se- 
et | : that his clearing out from Eo- 
eland to Serampore was no more than a 
necessary step to accomplish the first in- 
tended voyage ; that Messrs, Chater and 
Robinson were then at Serampore, and 
had jotned the mission under their direc- 
tion, and the protection of the ki: ig of 
Denmark. 

This representation produced an in 
quiry whether the roission was really un- 
der the protection of Denmark. To this 
the Danish governor gave an explicit a 
swer. An amicable discussion betwee" 


the captain and the magistrates followe! 
in which he assured them that neither 
nor the missionaries wished te give 6 
fence, and that if aplemeny reperrapieseks 
cou'd not prev ail, nather than oppore 2° 
vernment, they weuld give up the tw 

brethren. 
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C aptain W. was on this fur 
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nished with his passports. As govern- 
ment however appeared to be dissatisfied 
with the continuance of the two mission- 
aries, to vemeve every subject of com- 
lant as far as they could, a new mission 
to Rangoon, in the kingdom of Burmah, 
was contemplated ; and Mir, Chater with 
another brother. agreed togoto that coun- 
iry,tomake observations on its practi- 
cability. 

Here matters rested, and the mission- 
aries went on pretty much as usual, only 
that they had no preaching at the Loll 
Bazar: and hoping that things in a little 
time might take a favorable turn, devot- 
ed more of their attention for the present 
ty the instruction of the younger misston- 
aries, and less of it to itinerating excur- 
x/ONS. 

The adversaries of Christianity (of 
whom there are many in Lidia) not hav- 
ing fully accomplished their ends with 
tle government abroad, divected their at- 
tention to that at home. <A> tract was 
translated and sent to England, in which 
the missionaries are represented as call- 
lig the natives * barbarians,” and their 
shasters ** barbarian shasters.”? when in 
the original they had only intreated them 
not to reject the Bible as being the shas- 
ter of the barbarians, or * JW leeches,” a 
name by which they designate all who are 
wtof the east, After this a pamphlet 
appeared by a Mr. Twining, and was 
loliowed by several more, written by Ma- 
jor Scott Waring, and others: seme a- 
bounding in low abuse, others openly es- 
pousiuy the eause of idolatry, and all 
lied with unfounded statements and in- 
efieetual endeavors to trace the Vellore 
mutiny to the attempts at Christianizing 
the natives. The charges produced in 
these pamiplilets were answered by the 
friends of the gospel, 

While the missionaries were afflicted 
ron one quarter, they were encouraged 
rom another. When the Armenians 
aid Portuguese in Calcutta perceived 
‘ew difficulties. they came forward, and 
Utted uy places for ‘them on their own 
penises, From September to the end 
of the year, seven more natives were bap- 
tized, and a new mission to Rangoon up- 
dertaken. Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. 
Mardon were diligently engoved up the 
countrys bat in September the former 
‘Ustained a second bereavement in the 
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death of his wife. On December 25th, 
the missionaries say, “ During the past 
year we have baptized twenty-two per- 
sons. These, with one at Cutwa and an- 
other at Dinagepore, make the whole 
number baptized a hundred and four, ten 
of whom are Europeans. Inthe course 
of the last six years we have been under 
the necessity of excluding thirteen, and 
six have been removed by death.” 
Towards the close of the year an e- 
vent occured more than ordinarily im- 
pressive. Three persons from Lack- 
phool, Neeloo, Torribut, and Sovokur 
Bishess, who had long professed to be- 
lieve the gospel, but declined an open 
profession of it, came on a visit to See 
rampore. In conversing with Sookur 
Bishess, the missionaries warned him of 
the danger of temporizing in the manner 
he had hitherto done, assuring him that 
if he was ashamed of Christ before men, 
Christ would be ashamed of him before 
his Father and before his angels. He 
declared, that « He thought there was no 
way to heaven besides the Savior, and 
that if he thought himself near death, he 
would make an open profession of his 
name.” He was then reminded of the 
uncertainty of life, and intreated tg con- 
sider whether his refusal to appear? pub- 
licly on the Lord’s side did not proceed 
froin his secretly regarding sin, and lear- 
ing men more than God. The example 
of others of kis countrymen were men- 
tioned, to shew that where the heart waa 
really given to God every thing else van- 
ished. tie seemed impressed, but net 
determined. On the sixth day after his 
return he was murdered in his own vil- 
lage, with circumstances peculiarly aw- 
ful. Itseems he had, though unknown 
to the missionaries, carried on a crimin- 
al intercourse with a woman, some of 
whose relations belenged to a gang of 
robbers. These men had long resolved 
tobe revenved on him: and having heard 
that ie had been at Serampore, they ima- 
eined he must have obtaived asum ofmo- 
ney there: an idea which has been eir- 
culated from the becinning to scandalize 
the gospel, thauugh nothing can he more 
void of Geni. = ‘Phioking this a favorable 
opportamty, thew one mgt beset the 
house, where he and this woman were 4 
and alter bringing them out bound, set 
fire io it. Having loosed the woman, 
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they threatened to throw him into the 
fire. unless he would discover where he 
had hidden the supposed sum of money. 
He, proba ily bys m ing to a led them 
Ww atree at some distance, and told them 
to dig underneath it. After digging somne 
time in vain, one of them, enraved, 
pierced him through with a spear and 
shed out his bowels: another cut him a- 
cross the breast! and a third cut off his 
head | 

(To be continued, ) 
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POR TIiE CURISTIANS MONITOR, 
Findrances to Communion with God. 

[In my former remacks upon comuiu- 
nion with God, [ represented it in its 
higher and most cheering exercises. {t 
must be confessed that many do not en- 
joy it in this degree, of the reality of 
tle: relizion, upon the whole, we en- 
te) tain favourable hopes, But it is s» 
enjoyed by some Christians; and I MAY 
ald that it isa privilege generally attain- 
aile. iL say general! y3 because 1) 
seein to be a few instances of persons 
eminent tor piety & conscientious recti- 
tude who obrain but little religious joy, 
or evel: me ort, in their eart! rly pileri- 
mas e. This may be the conseque:: ce of 
bo iby disease : ofa peculiar me ‘ntal con- 
stifution, tending to desoondence and 
melancholy; or of that mysterious sove- 
reignty of God. by which he often vivesor 
withbol ls his blessings for reas ins! beyond 
our power toscrutinize. Whensuch cases 
occur, they loudly a oor our sympat! V 
and our prayers. With the exception of 
these cases, we may safely lavit down 
asa imaxim that when our intercoupse 
with God runs low, and contributes lit. 
tle to our daily peace and hanpiness, it 
springs from our own fault, fron some- 
thing sivful in eur conduct. The God 
of love does not ordina: ily hide kis face 
from his children until they prov oke his 
displeasure by transgression. Ifa clark 
cloud prevents eur vision of his smiles, 
it is a cloud of our own raising. 

In this paper I wish to caution my fel- 
Jow Christians avai st three or four of 
the most common and mischievous hin- 
dances to communion with God. It 
ourht to be nremised that things of this 
port hardly ever operate singly: ey 
sume rather in clusters, aiding 1 and zhet- 
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ting each other in the deplerable wort. of 
ensnaring the heart, and withdrawing it 
from the only true centre of its pese 
Tt he first hindrance which & shall nen. 

tion is tgnerance Of the Scriptures. | 
mean Ara eee y ignorance, the only kin, 
which is cul pay je. itis true, and La 
knowledge it with rejoicing, that heitie; 
great genius nor great readilige is esse,. 
tially necessary to make a Chi IStian, and 
to carry a soul to heaven. But tet it be 
remembered that the knowledge of trys) 
is the basis of piety, that the bibl ist 
standing medjum ol idivine communica. 
tion, that “all seri ipture 13 given by ir 
spiration af Goe, and is protitable,” un. 
der his blessing, for our spiritual | 
provement; and that no duty 18 Dwie 
y inculeated upon us, or more 
me pily exemplified, than that of a dii- 
gent, humble study of the sacred oracles, 
ir tien God has given us ability and O- 
portun ity for progressive acquaintance 
with the doctrines, precepts, and promi. 
ses of his word, cau we without shame- 
fal ingratitude be remiss in the pursuit 
of this heavenly wisdom ? All other spe- 
cies of knowledge are mere vanity in 
compartaon with ‘thie. And if we des. 
pise if. if we sx oi r the bible to lie by us 
ane rlected boak, th rough indolence, or 

be pressure of unnecessary worldly av- 
scationa. is it strange that God siivul:! 
cha-tise our folls with a chee:less, ui 
certain state of things in religion + | 
think nef. 

Another and a dreadful hindrance to 
so with’ God is the habit of 
hacksliding in our secret devotions.— 
Public worship has its utility ;. but God 
especially recutres us to worshi ip ham in 


stronely 


secret, as individual s. and to cherish 
with all our eare the yi ‘eChOUS spilt of 
| raver whi ich he has yiven us. To SiliA 


into the total omission of thi is duty for 3 
lereth of time, can searcel y be thon, pit 
eomyp ativle with even the | west erace ( 
exnerimental Christianity. Atany rate, 

He such a condition lasts, it mits 
prec lude the rossi! Dili ty of ascertaining 
thet we possess the C hristian character. 
I it wh ere this does not fake place, we 
ere still Pable to mueh perk icious de -clen- 
sion in praver, from the love of ease atic 
the multiplied cares of the present life. 
We may lese our punctual: ty in atten- 
cbg the threne of grace, suflering trivia 
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concerns to break Gur appointments with 
God. We may perform our devotions 
ina cold and hurried way, without pre- 
perly feeling, or even thinkir iz, what we 
are dolig, and i in whose preseuce we are. 
We may lose our solicitude about the 
event of our petitions, and so miss the 
blessings which we atk j in words, but of 
the value of which we are so litile sensi- 
ble. When once we begin tu travel this 
dewnward road, how rapidly i is our mo- 
tion sepalarated ' 1 W hen devotion he- 

comes « mere formality, how irksome do 
we feel it tobe ! Our light turns to dark- 
ness; our peace and jov in God are 
gone : >and commonly a spirit of lethargy 
succeeds a thousand times more to be 
deplored than any temporal calamity, 
and from which no deliverance is to be 
expected but by the scourging rod of our 
forsaken Father, no return but by the 
pati of sorraw and brokenness of heart. 

The third hindrance IT shall mention 
is sinful shame. Under this expression 
L pean, at present, toinclude two things. 
O..e is the shyness and backwardness of 
Cavristians in regard to religious conver- 

sation among t] emsely C8. ESPeC tally up- 
on the dealings of God with their souls, 
and the workings of inward depravity. 
It is true that such conversation needs 
fo be managed with prudence ; but with 
prus dence it mav be managed. And 
when rightly conducted, the people of 

God have always found it a powerful 
meas of growth in grace and comfort. 
Weare t told that.in ancient times, © they 
that feared the Lord spake ofien one to 
another sand the Lord hearkeoed and 
heard it: and a book of remembrance 
was written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
his name.” 

Alas, how much are we loging of mu- 
tual edification, when we talk and talk, 
and talk of every thing but God, and the 
glorious gospel of Christ. and our immor- 
tal interests! The other thing intended 
under the title of sinful shame is the spi- 
rit of timidity and shrinking in regard to 
the visibility of our religion. and to the 
o position which we are required to make 
to vice and | V nolety m the world. While 
we aie forbidden to be vainly ostenta- 
tious in the service of God. we are com- 
inanded tobe firm and steady. We are 
to seize every opportunity of making in- 
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iquity ashamed, and of giving honeur te 
the laws «floliness, Oif we had in cone 
stant exercise the =eal for God and for 
tle salvation of sinners which we ought 
to feel, what abundance af good might 
we do, and what a striking evidence 
would it be to our own consciences, that 
the spirit of God was dwelling within us 
ofa truth! When we are duly eareful 
io make * our light shine before men,” 
we may expect that they, seeing our 
good works, wil] glorify our F ather who 
is in Heaven: and we siall rejoice in 
knowine that he is one Father, and that 
we are the honoured instruments of pro- 
moting his glory. 

I cannot close without bringing inte 
view one more hindranee to communion 
with God ; namely the prevailing, grow- 
ing, raging thirst forriches. Is not this 
the heseftting sin of our time and coun- 
try ? Do we not generally actas ifwe 
placed our heaven in the possession of 
wealth P What a best of anxious plan- 
nings, vexatious ceres and restless acti- 


vity does this groveling passion gene- 
rate! How dreadiuily do we see it ab- 


sorb the faculties and affections of the 
soul, and turn them all away from God! 
«“ We cannot serve God and Mammon.” 
It is impossible that the peace of God 
should dwellin a heart enslaved to the 
vile idolatry ef gold. And supposing 
riches to graw in our hands; we are like- 
ly to sink inte ominatwe spirit of 
miserly hoarding. orto give the reins to 


profusion and luxurious indulgence.— 
Rach of 


these courses. ina peculiar way 
indeed, but with equal certainty, tends 
to harden the heart. 


the ab 


to grieve the good 
Spirit of God, to extinguish the sparks 
of Divine love. and to banish the exer- 
cise and the joys of genuine devotion. 
Let us hear the Apostle’s solemn words 
upon the subiject:*€ They that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare,and into 
many fools th and hurtful Justs, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition.”’ 

For the lov e ‘of money is the root of all 
evil: which while some coveted = after 
they have erred from the faith, and, 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows,” = That God will rescue his 
own children trom this tremendous laby- 
rynth, and save them from utter destruc- 
tion, I stedfastly believe : but he may 
be expected to do it in some method of 
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severe rebuke, thevery appreliension of and terminate the contests that prevail 


Which is suflicient.to-make us tremble. 
Kvery one of the mischiels upon which 
Ihave touched, deserves an extensive 
treatise. But these cursory hints may 
be of some little use to those who read 
the Monitor with a sincere desire to be 
benelitted by its lessuns. 
PHILANDER., 
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CHIUSTIAN MONITOR. 


While turning over the pages of Mo- 
sheim’s Ecclesiastical History the other 
day, the Kditor’s attention was, he 
scarcely knows how, attracred to the 
account which that very learned wriver 
has given of the famous George Calivtus. 

Calixtus was a Lutheran divine, who 
was born in 1586, and died in 1656 at 
the age of seventy. He was aman of 
distinguished abilities and merit; and, 
as the historian assures us, had few e- 
quals either in genius or learning.— 
‘This great mau was made professor in 
the University of Helmstadt in’ the 
duchy of Brunswick, a school, which, 
from its foundation, had beea remarkable 
for encouraging “eedom ot enquiry. Ca- 
lixtus gave “early intimations of a liberal 
spir it se xpressed bis dissatisfaction with 
the state of theology : and lamented, in 
amore particular manner, the divisions 
and factions that reigned amoug the ser- 
vants and disciples of the same great 
master. He theretore turned his views 
to the salutary work of soltening the 
animosities produc ed by these divisions, 
and showed the warmest desire, not so 
much of establishing a perfect harmony 
and concord between the jarring sects, 
which no human power seemet le apabte 
of effecting, as of extinguishing the -lia- 
tred, and appeasing the resentment, 
which the contending parties discovered 
too much in their conduct towards each 
other. His colieagues did not seem at 
all averse to this pacilic project. Neither 
Calextus, however, nor his friends, esca- 
ped the opposition that it was natural to 
expect (I here use the very words of 
Mosheim) in the execution “of such an 
unpopular, and comprehensive plan.— 
Although they had bound themselves by 
au oath to use their best and most Zea- 
lous endeavours to heal the divisions 


among christians; they were wartnly 
attacked by a host of writers, of various 
parties, Calixtns, conscious of his Own 
powers, did not bear these attacks in sj- 
lence. A warm conutroyv ersy arose, ani 
he, whose object had been to make peace 
among all protestant churches, soon dis. 
covered that the fierce spirits of every 

arty had been exasperated against him, 
The protestants acctse “4 hia of laving 
scheme to bring them back to the church 
of Rome ; while the Papists regarded 
him as the ablest of their ‘antagonis 43 in 
that age. Several © si: gular opinions 
‘“ were also laid to the charge of this 
“ great man, and were exaggerated and 
* blackened, as the most innecent things 
“ generally are, when they pass through 
“ the medium of malig shity and party 
spirit.” 

The controversy thus excited was kept 
up as Jong as Calixtus lived ; and for a 
considerable time afterwards. So that 
even the memory of this extraordii ary 
man was insulted in a very unworthy 
manner: and his friends were teat 
with invectives and bitter reproaches, 
Upon investigating the causes of these 
discreditable facts, it appears not that 

Calixtus was perfect, or free from error 
(for woo among the sens of men can 
claim this character?) but that he requir- 
ed the various discordant sects of christi- 
ans to relax in their high pretensions. 
He laid down this fundamental! principle, 
that all christians held the essential doc- 
trines of Christianity ; and that of course 
the points on w hich they differed could 
not be of such importance as to divide 
the disciples of Jesus Christ in the man- 
ner in which different communigns in 
that day were divided. And we may 
well suppose that having such vantage 
ground as this to stand on, he urged his 
plea with a clearness of evidence, and 
force of reasoning, in the highest decree 
offensive to those who were determined 
ty support their own partyin every thing. 
For it isa curious fact in the philosophy 
of the human mind, that when a man is 
resolved that he will not believe a propo- 
sition ; io other words, when his deep 
rooted prejudices are attacked, the more 
clearly you prove your poiot, "the more 
you accumulate unanswerable arguments 















ynon him; the more his opposition a- 
vainst you is excited. And hence it so 
frequent y happens that menare strength- 
ened. as they say, ia their belief by ar- 
yuinents. which, in the estimation of ev- 
ery impartial mind, completely over- 
throw the foundation on which they 
build. 

By the wav. this observation mav ac- 
count for another fact which to many 
has appeared strange—namely, the re- 
jection of the Gospel by many who have 
seen the strongest exhibition that can be 
made of its evidences ; yea, by nuinbers 
who conversed with our Saviour hitaself, 
and saw his mighty works —They were 
resolved not te believe, because this re- 
ligion affected their interests, opposed 
the indulgence of their dearest lusts, and 
struck at all their old prejudices. Ac- 
cordingly we find that a notable miracle 
wrought by our Lord, was certain to 
give a new stimulus to the hatred which 
the Scribes and Pharisees entertained 
towards him : aud to put them upon new 
measures to destroy him. See a remark- 
able instance of this recorded in the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ by his servant John, 
9th chap. 3 in which the reader will find 
a narrative. in the highest degree inte- 
resting ; particularly an account of the 
strong traits of human nature, therein 
exhibited. The same observation will 
explain to the reader inany facts which 
occur in the history of the Reformation ; 
and in the disputes which existed be- 
tween the protestants and papists, cen- 
eerning the real presence, the doctrine 
of penance, &c. &c. Indeed one cannot 
fail to notice, in reading history, that 
when a man is opposed to a powerful 
party, determined at all events to main- 
tain their sentiments, and carry their 
measures, the more clearly and power- 
lully he exhibits the truth, in its undis- 
guised simplicity, the greater his danger. 

But we seem in these speculations, to 
have forgotton Calixtus and his story— 
To return then to him: ' 

Should any one ask, Why has this ac- 
eount been introduced into the Monitor ? 
Tanswer in the words of a very celebra- 
ted man, that history is, philosophy 
teaching by example. And perhaps in 
he concerns whatever, is it more impor- 
tant and necessary for men to look back, 
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and mark (he errorsy and mistakes of 
others, the rocks upon which they have 
made shipwreck, and the beacons which 
thev have set up for our warning, than 
in those of the Church. For although 
it has pleased the Almighty to give us 
the revelation of his will, vet it 1s easy 
to sce that the prejudices of education, 
and various associations, formed we 
know not how,have an influence upon out 
judyments, and determine the interpre- 
tations, which we give to Scriptare.— 
Now.as* there is nothing new under the 
sun, and what is uew hath been afore- 
fine,” itishighly advantageous to con- 
sult the history of past ages, and there 
read, as we may often do, the eflects of 
our own fav unrite measures, of our pecu- 
liar sentiments, on the happiness of 
man, and tive welfare of the church. 

But should tr ve enquired what parti- 
cular application the Editor intends to 
make of this story, he answer, none in 
the world. "Viis he considers as the pro- 
vince of his readers. Having undertaken 
(to conduct) a religious paper, without 
reference to the peculiar sentiments of 
any party, and for the general benefif, he 
aims to give infortnation interesting te 
all: and when he ventures to assume the 
office of admonishing, and passing cen- 
sure (no pleasant occupation, the reader 
may be assured) he studies with the ut 
laost impartiality to give general admo- 
nitions and pass general censures. He 
believes that all Christians hold the fun- 
damental doctrines of the gospel; but 
that in some things. all, his own society, 
and himself among them, are wrong.— 
Comparing indeed the spirit of the pre- 
sent tines, with that which prevailed du- 
ring the t7th century, he is convinced, 
and rejoices in the conviction, that there 
is a much greater degree of liberalit 
prevalent among Christians in neneral 
now, than formerly. Still, be thinks 
that there is in every society too much 
party spirit. And, exteuling his views 
throughout his native state, (for whose 
interest, and honor, and prosperity, he 
fee!s the deepest solici{ude) and careful- 
ly observing the events now taking place, 
the causes at this moment in operation, 
and the spirit that begins to show itself, 
he hae been, and is most painfully appre- 
lensive least a religiows controversy 
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should break out ; and in the heat which 
it will certainly enkindle, the opening 
bloom and the young Iruits of piety and 
charity be blasted. For the spirit of 
coutroversy has, in most instances, been 
like the hot wind of the desert, which 
caries death to men, beasts and plants, 
in every breeze, and marks its whole 
progress with desolation. Now the Edi- 
tor of the Monitor, without presuming 
to set up any clalin of superior sauctity, 
or penetration, may ve allowed to enter- 
tain the wish to be instrn mental, by his 
humble labours. in exoreising this pesti- 
lential spirit that he fears is creeping in 
among us. He ought to be allowed to 
attempt, as his poor alniities will enable 
him to guard the fold of his master a- 
gainst its pernicious elfects—But how 
shal) this be done ? Ditferent minds will 
return different answers to this question; 
as they would adopt very dilfe-ent meas- 
ures for attaining this salutary end. The 
Editor. from the little Knowledge he has 
of human nature, has supposed that all 
denominations must agree in cultivating 
a spirit of unity and concord, of brother- 
ly kindness and liberality. ot erwise the 

eace of the church will be disturbed. 

tis unwise to expect that all conces- 
sions and forbearance will came from 
aby one side: or that, when parties con- 
sider themselves on a perfect equality, 
as is te case with all denominations in 
this country, that the urging of high 
claims, and pretensions will not be offen- 
sive. it has been the aim of fhe E titer 
to fix a conviction of this Guth in the 
minds of a// his readers, and persuade 
them fo actin conformity to it. Should 
a controversy on religion disturb. the 
peace of the Church in Vireinia. former- 
ly so happily free from this evil. he is 

ersuaded that the guilt of it will rest 
principally on that party (whichsvever 
at may be) whose claims, urged with an 
assuming spirit, shall provoke the oppo- 
sition of others. So far then as the Edi- 
tor feels the spirit of a partizan. and has 
a particular reference in his remarks on 
this subject to any one denomination of 
Christians, it is to his own. For although 
he wishes well to all, he may be allowed 
to be particularly anxious that the socie- 
ty with which, after much examination, 
be bas connected himself, may s/an eve- 


ry papers of evil. to writing for 
the Movitor, however, he endeavours ag 
wuch as possible to forget that ke is any 
thing but a christian minister, and in the 
spirit of brotherly kindness, and honesty 
(unless his own heart deceive him) to 
* give lo every onea portion in due sew 
son.” 

The Editor thought it due to himself, 
and to his motives to give this explana. 
tion. And he may be permitted to aid 
that he deeply feels the obligation, rest. 
ing in common, upon himself and upon 
all to ** pray for the peace of Jerusalem :” 
and endeavour te promote her best jn. 
terests. He hopes that he isaware of the 
speeily approach of the time when the 
distincfious and disputes among Chris. 
tians will be done away forever. When 
the only difference that shall exist, will 
be between thuse who love, and those 
who love not the Lord Jesus. May the 
readers of the Monitor, and the Editor, 
and all his countrymen, and the whole 
human family, feel the saving power of 
divine grace, and by a life of true faith, 
aid genuiie Charity be prepared for that 
place where are enjoyed in all their ful. 
ness, and forever, the fruits of God's 
emnipotent eternal love.” 

ED | > a 
Dum vivinus vivamus. 

This was the motto to the arms of the 
family of the late learned and picus Dr. 
Doddridge. Tle gave in early life the 
following poetic paraphrase of them, 
which io Dr. Johnson's opinion corsti- 
tutes one of the finest epigrams in ths 
Koglish language. 

lave, wh le you hve,the enicure would sav, 

Aid se.ze the pleesures of the present dey 

Live, whie you live, the sacred preacher 

cries, 

And ¢ve to God ea h moment as it flies; 

Lord wo mv v ew. let both un ted be; 

I..ve npicasure when Llive to thee. 


-_—— 


& > The Editer thanks Philander for 
his communications, and hopes that they 
will be made often. 


*.* The communication ‘of a Cor- 


staat Reader was received with great 
pleasure. 





